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2012 TEEN/YOUNG ADULT 
“ISRAEL COMMUNITY AMBASSADORS” GUIDELINES

The Allied Jewish Federation of Colorado is offering a limited number of stipends to be awarded on a competitive basis for teens and young adults participating in peer group trips to Israel in 2012. The funds are targeted to assist those who cannot participate without financial support from the community. The stipends will be awarded to those applicants who demonstrate an ability and willingness to become ambassadors for Israel in Colorado upon their return. The Committee’s award decisions will be largely based on the applicant’s essay.

Objectives:
1. To encourage & develop knowledge, awareness & commitment to the Jewish community & to Israel.
2. To channel the interest back into the community in a positive way upon return to the U.S.

Who is Eligible?
· Jewish teens and young adults between the ages of 16 and 30 who are Colorado residents.
· Scholarship recipients MUST agree to participate in Federation, a synagogue, school or communal organization program in which they will describe how their experience in Israel impacted their life. 
· Ambassadors will provide the committee, within 12 months after their return to the U.S., with a brief summary of said communal activity or program.

Which Israel programs may receive subsidies?
· Participants must select an Israel program that is recognized by the Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI), the Government of Israel, or MASA Israel Journey.
· The program must be an organized educational experience in Israel focusing on strengthening one’s Jewish identity & connection to Israel. It must have a Zionist component, involving travel around Israel & learning about the modern State of Israel. 
· Short-term travel programs must be operated by a national/international organization (no private tours or missions).
· Program must begin in 2012.

Application Process:
1. Applicants must complete the official application and submit it with proof of participation or acceptance in a qualifying Israel program. 
2. Confirmation of receipt of applications will be e-mailed to the e-mail address provided by the applicant.
3. Applications will be reviewed by the Israel/National/Overseas Board’s Community Ambassadors to Israel Committee, which will make all award decisions.
4. If the applicant does not actually participate in or complete the program, he/she is responsible for reimbursing Federation for all funds received.
Submit application to: Debi Crawley
	Allied Jewish Federation of Colorado
	300 South Dahlia, Suite 300
	Denver, CO 80246
	Email: dcrawley@ajfcolorado.org  Fax: 303-322-8328
Due Dates:
· Applications must be received by close of business (4:30pm) on Friday, March 2, 2012.
· Decisions will be announced by Friday, March 30, 2012.
· Applications will not be considered if received after the deadline.

Payment of Funds: The subsidy check will be made payable to the Israel program, without exception, and mailed to the applicant to be forwarded as payment to the program.

Questions? 
Please do not hesitate to call Michal Uziyahu, Community Shlichah, 
at 303-316-6472 or email muziyahu@ajfcolorado.org.
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2012 TEEN/YOUNG ADULT “ISRAEL COMMUNITY AMBASSADORS” APPLICATION

TODAY’S DATE:      

APPLICANT INFORMATION:

[bookmark: Text46]Name:	     				
	First/Middle/Last

[bookmark: Text4]Date of Birth:      
		MM/DD/YYYY

Current Age:      

Colorado Resident:  YES      		NO      

[bookmark: Text7]Current Mailing Address:      							
	Street/City/State/Zip
(If you are awarded a stipend, it will be mailed to this address)

Permanent Address (if different from above):      

[bookmark: Text11][bookmark: Text47][bookmark: Text48]Phone:	     	Home			      Work			      Cell

[bookmark: Text20]E-mail:      

[bookmark: Text21]Name and Address of High School Attended:      							
						  Name of School		
[bookmark: Text49]	     
	Address/City/State/Zip	

[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3][bookmark: Check4]Current Grade Level (if applicable): check one  |_| Freshman |_| Sophomore |_| Junior |_| Senior

[bookmark: Text26]Name of University/College attended (if applicable):      

Current Level (if applicable): check one  |_| Freshman |_| Sophomore |_| Junior |_| Senior |_| Graduate Student

Obtained Bachelor’s Degree (if applicable): YES/NO        Major      		

Obtained the following post-graduate degrees (if applicable):      

Where you are currently employed? (if applicable):       What is your position?      








ISRAEL PROGRAM INFORMATION:

[bookmark: Text27]Name of Israel Program:      

Indicate whether it is a JAFI/MASA/Israel Government sponsored program:      

[bookmark: Text28]Cost of program:      		Cost of airfare:       		Cost of housing:      

[bookmark: Text29]Deadline for final payment for Israel Program:      

Amount needed to make this trip a reality:        

Length of program (in weeks):      

[bookmark: Text30][bookmark: Text50]Dates: 	     	Start Date	      Completion Date

[bookmark: Text32]Location in Israel:      

[bookmark: Text33]Name/contact information for Program Director:       Phone/Email

[bookmark: Text34]Name/contact information for Program contact in U.S. (if different):      	 Phone/Email		

Official Web site of the Israel Program (where details about the program can be found):
[bookmark: Text41]     

How did you find out about this Israel Program?
[bookmark: Text40]     

Have you requested funding from other sources?        	If yes, source and amount requested:      

Have you been accepted to this Program? YES/NO     	Please submit confirmation of your acceptance to this program with your completed application. Award stipends will not be made without confirmation of acceptance.

REFERENCES
Please list the names and contact information for two references, at least one of whom you have worked for or with (paid or unpaid) in some capacity. Indicate the relationship of each to you.

Name/Relationship 	  
Phone/Email 	

Name/Relationship 		
Phone/Email 	   





How did you hear about the Federation Teen/Young Adult Israel Community Ambassadors subsidy?

[bookmark: Check5][bookmark: Check6][bookmark: Check7][bookmark: Text45]|_|Web	|_|Inter-Mountain Jewish News	|_|Other:      



ESSAY

The objective of this program is to cultivate future ambassadors for Israel in Colorado. The Committee’s award decisions will be largely based on the essay. Please be sure to answer the following questions in your essay. Please send the essay as a Word document attachment to dcrawley@ajfcolorado.org

1. Will this be your first trip to Israel? If not, please list and describe your other visits to Israel (dates, type of trips, how old you were, length of visit, etc.)

2. Why is Israel important to you?

3. Briefly explain what your goals and expectations are from this Israel program.

4. Describe your involvement in the Jewish community and your leadership experience.

5. Describe ways you will contribute to the Jewish community as an ambassador for Israel upon your return.




COMMITMENT:

I agree to become an ambassador for Israel upon my return by participating in a volunteer capacity with Federation and reporting to the community.



Signature of Participant				Printed Name of Participant				Date


Submit application by Friday, March 2, 2012 to:

Debi Crawley
Allied Jewish Federation of Colorado
300 South Dahlia, Suite 300
Denver, CO 80246
Email: dcrawley@ajfcolorado.org  Fax: 303-322-8328
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